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4. Slavoj Zizek (b. 1949), Slovenian philosopher, psychoanalyst,
cultural critic, and public intellectual.
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5. Jan jagodzinski (b. 1948), Canadian education theorist, art
educator, media theorist, and Professor Emeritus of Secondary
Education (Visual Arts and Media Education) at the University
of Alberta.
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8. Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913).Swiss linguist.
9. Mirror Stage.
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6. Jacques Lacan (1901-1981), French psychoanalyst and
psychiatrist.
7. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939).Austrian neurologist.
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11. Name of the Father.
12. Lack
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13.. Paul Verhaeghe(1955).Belgian psychologist.
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15. Pierre Bourdieu(1930-2002).French sociologist.

16. Annette Kuhn(1945).British author.

17. Mike Langford (birth date not publicly available), New
Zealand-born award-winning landscape and travel photographer,
photography educator, and workshop leader.
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Figure 4: Parvaaneh shopping centre rear fagade with stall vendors spreading out of the building (https://b.elicdn.com/
cdn-cgi/image/fit=contain,width=1200,quality=100/Blog/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%87-
%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%BE%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87 .jpg )

Figure 5: Bullring Birmingham: the stark contrast between Selfridges and the adjoining part
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Figure 2: Alaadinn Market
This Photo by Mahammad Ali Marizad is licensed under CC BY

Figure 3: Parvaaneh shopping centre and car park: front fagade (https://media.shahr.ir/d/2020/06/15/3/3954.jpg)
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Figure 1c: Birmingham Selfridges store, by Future Systems

Figure 1d: Camden Market
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Figure 1b: Parvaaneh marketplace
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alternative shopping any more efficient in this respect? So engulfed are many present-day societies by
neoliberalism that it is hard to think of positive answers to above questions. Opportunities, however, can
be sought and seized, both by designers, and more importantly those present in today’s public realms of
consumption.

Epilogue

By the time completion of the present paper, the battle over the survival of Parvaaneh Friday Market was
overcome with the closure of the market in the long-murmured name of safety concerns, helped by the
emerging COVID-19 concerns. The authorities changed the venue to a relatively quiet, less urbanised open
space where it is much harder to access, particularly by public transport. It is not inconceivable that it was
actually not so much health and safety concerns than the fear of a growingly out of control public realm:
one in which approved codes of behaviour and dress, let alone social interactions cannot be monitored well
enough.

(An original version of this article was presented in ISPA 2020(1) conference, Monte Verita, Switzerland

Figure 1a: Charsoo Shopping Centre, main view, by Majid Mohammadi
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On the other side of the spectrum, there is no shortage of alternative marketplaces in the UK. Many of
them may well have been acquired and managed by conventional business operations, posing no
challenge against regular business in these respects. One might also argue, along Heat and Potter, that
even alternative goods sales and non-compliant visitors are in turn no challenge to the system, indeed
necessary parts of business plans suited to these shopping environments. They leave room, however,
for fringe communities and tradespeople to produce their alternative shopping spaces. Camden Market in
London is a case in the point. Initiated in 1974 (https://www.camdenmarket.com) with only 16 stalls as a
Saturday market, it is now a seven-days-a-week market in a much larger scale than Tehran’s Parvaaneh,
with a lot of additional amenities such as event venues. There are, however, interesting parallels between
the two. Similar to Parvaaneh, Camden Market has no well-defined geographic boundaries, and is more
of a zone. There is a wide variety of items to sell — generally not items one would find in trendy upmarket
shops — as well as people. Of note is the uncanny qualities of many items and visitors, rendering the place
as a hotbed for alternative shopping experience. The built environment is fragmented and inconsistent
including many old and new buildings of different ages, scales and qualities, with no legible access network
or hierarchies, leaving visitors with much to discover for themselves. Here again, and despite the role
this diversity of built environment qualities plays in the richness and playfulness of the built environment,
it can be claimed that Camden Market owes a lot of its appeal to its visitors’ community and uncanny
shopping, eating and socializing environment. This brings the market very close to its Tehran counterpart
in the car park; just as Birmingham’s Selfridges finds parallels in Charsoo phone market. With the former
pair, the difference lies in how the establishment and big business manages to appropriate, manage, and
eventually exploit socially produced spaces whilst allowing them to keep their counter-cultural brand, or
on the other hand how visitors’ communities manage to resist and keep those public realms outside the
establishment’s control. With the latter pair, the difference is in the status quo, and how the alternative finds
its distinguished meaning in each context. In a context in which uninspiring, crammed hyper-functional, or
kitsch retail buildings are still the mainstream, the alternative is a work of high art bringing airiness and fun
back to this public realm. In another context where such qualities are already normal, the alternative moves
away from the politeness of commercial modernist buildings towards the alien, the extraordinary, and the
non-standard. In both latter cases, however, challenges are not posed against mainstream shopping; just
creating better, more attractive, more efficient spaces, and, yes, it also entails the creation of attractive
public domains, where unplanned events can take place, albeit under tight controls.

Final Reflections

Can a public activity like shopping, with such strong ties with economic powers, ever produce a form of
resistance or emancipation? Can it defy powers which appropriate it, and turn shopping into the backbone,
if not, with reference to Koolhaas, the only remaining form of public life? Are socially produced spaces of
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a wide variety of social and cultural backgrounds, forming a diversity hardly found it the above-mentioned
Charsoo. They defied upmarket, big-business shopping models offered by the likes of Charsoo, not only for
its rundown spatial qualities, but also for what a customer would buy: useless, old household items, second-
hand worn-out jewellery, fake fashion, leftovers and remainders of old stocks, and craft and fashion not of
big brands but made by independent, small-scale operations; complete with cheap fast-food of dubious
hygiene standards. Market goers also demonstrated a negligence of officially favoured dress codes in
favour of present themselves with alternative looks: a very sensitive issue in the country’s strict dress code
prescriptions. This, and not the design, was, therefore, where the market embraced the alternative. Yes,
it was still within the frameworks of a consumerist society in that the exchange of primarily non-essential,
fancy objects is the market’s raison d’étre. But it was also a space of non-compliance with big business
market forces and the establishment’s cultural codes. The industrial-looking, dilapidated building did not
appear to be a business burden. On the contrary, it brought the market closer to its counterparts elsewhere
in the world: the rough industrial-cum-commercial buildings of London’s Brick Lane area for instance.

The International Counterparts to a Supposedly Isolated Society

The above two models for contemporary public spaces of consumerism are by no means unparalleled
internationally. The difference is not so much in their existence than in the background against which the
alternative is posed. For architects designing shopping spaces, it is more the question of what design
clichés and mainstream models are there to challenge; what to emancipate architecture from. For alternative
shoppers it is how to be the present-day Benjaminian urban flaneur, defying the establishment-sanctioned
norms, not just through wandering around, not necessarily in a bourgeois fashion, but also to identify
themselves through alternative modes of consumption.

A telling example of the former is the Selfridges store in Birmingham. Part of the larger shopping complex
Bullring, the contrast between the store building and the rest of the complex can hardly be starker (figure 5).
Whilst there are parallels between design features of Bullring and Charsoo in their spaciousness, freedom
of movement and playful geometries among other things, such features are to some degree common in UK
more recent shopping environments, notably London’s Westfield Stratford and White City shopping centres.
The alternative, therefore, cannot be identified with such features. Future Systems work, thus, seeks the
alternative through its own design heritage: the alien, the futuristic, the spaceship, the smoothly curving
skin, the uncanny fenestration and the like. The design has certainly and enormously helped Selfridges to
stand out, not just in Bullring but also as a significant millennial architectural work. Step inside for shopping,
however, and you will find little to differentiate shopping models of the rest of the complex, or indeed
any shopping centre. The alternative design stops short of offering any alternative shopping model — and
probably never meant to.
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concept of the alternative changes when one moves from one type and/or country to the other, and how
their successes and failures compare.

Tehran: An Isolated Capital or Another Capital Left with the “Last Remaining Form of Public Activity”?

The author has argued elsewhere (2019) that however isolated and different we might think of Tehran in
the global scene, the mechanisms of producing designed built environments has a lot in common with their
counterparts in cities deemed more aligned with global capitalism. This includes a surge in recent decades
in large-scale retail developments. In some cases, they are built in less congested suburban areas of cities,
but Charsoo Bazaar is located in the rather derelict albeit still economically buzzing central Tehran. It is in
sharp contrast with its adjacent Aladdin: an overdeveloped, overpopulated crammed marketplace for mobile
phones including stall vendors selling second-hand phones generally suspicious for being stolen items
(figure 2 a—b). Aladdin is perhaps typical of derelict commercial and retail buildings in the downtown. Charsoo
is certainly an alternative building in this respect: a spacious, upmarket shopping building with a generously
recessed entrance area and a large, spectacular void containing a whirlwind of escalators in the middle,
with equally generous corridors and large retail units in lower floors. The design (by Majid Mohammadi) is
clearly distanced from both cheap and cheerful quasi-functionalist architecture of old downtown commercial
buildings, and banal, flashy styles of more recent counterparts. There is a volumetric play on the exteriors to
mark the former distancing, and a complex, albeit understated perforated metal cladding to mark the latter.
More importantly, the architect has defied the imposing land-value logics by dedicating upper floors to a
cinema and unplanned event spaces. The contrast between the two neighbouring retail buildings is well
reflected in their visitors, with visitors of the former being customers on tighter budgets looking for better
deals, and the latter more affluent customers after a better shopping experience and browsing brand stores.
The building, thus, can confidently be considered as an alternative to mainstream shopping buildings of
Tehran in more respects than one, and certainly adds something to the quality of retail building stock of the
city. For all its merits in promoting social interactions and improving shopping experience, though, it is more
of an attempt in creating an upmarket shopping environment whose amenities are meant to help boost retail
performance through well-equipped facilities. More often than not, one can witness that the large void is no
host to any meaningful social activities, and event spaces left idle.

Move a few hundred meters eastwards in Jomhouri Street, where Charsoo is located, and you will find a
derelict multi-story car park which belongs to the adjacent retail building “Parvaaneh” (figure 3). The car park
closed doors to cars in weekends and turned into a Friday market. The market was initially known as a rag
market, but actually more than that: crafts, tableware, textiles, jewellery etc. were laid on stalls. Despite the
building being at the hearth of this Friday market, the markets “leaked” beyond the car park boundaries onto
surrounding areas (figure 4), partly due to successes of the market, and partly because the car park area
market was managed, with levies charged for hiring stall places. The visitors looked like they come from
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The illusion of a critical architecture becomes compatible with a specialization in the production
and reproduction of symbolic and social capital. This critique is explored through the fields of
practice, criticism, publishing and education. Architectural discourse produces a controlled critique
that is funded, framed and subtly controlled by advertising. The delivery of “critique” to architects
is the means to deliver architects to advertisers, and architectural academy often conflates such
controlled critique with research. (ibid.)

He discusses how the sense of place requires “intensities” on top, or in lieu of physical form: a word he
associates with qualities such as temperature, color, activity, encounter, character or place. He explores
philosophical roots of extensions versus intensities of space, and sees the intensity as “most strongly
linked to the sense and affect of place” (26). He also cites (31) the work of Bourdieu, for whom “fields of
cultural production, such as architecture, are structured in a manner which sustains the authority of those
who already possess it: those with the ‘cultural capital’ and the ‘feel for the game’ embodied in the habitus”.
Attempts by the avant-garde to overturn the alliance between architecture and authority “play a key role
in reinvigorating the existing ‘field’ of privileged practices. Conservatism, Bourdieu argues, re-emerges
disguised as the urge for the ever-new (ibid.). For Bourdieu, Dovey observes (32), the term “habitus”
“frames the ways in which everyday world of social practice is constructed and learned in early childhood”.
The habitus “is a way of knowing the world, a set of divisions of space and time, of people and things, which
structure”, whilst social practice is seen as a game “within which the habitus is learnt, not as a set of fixed
categories but as a set of dispositions to act”.

The designed space, thus, is prone to act within power frameworks of a given establishment, and the avant-
garde, and indeed any other attempts in alternative design, for breaking with the oppressive, suffocating
history — distant or recent — is susceptible to be not genuinely emancipatory, not truly transforming anything
in the society, but merely escaping the boredom of the old, generating the next fashionable trend, the next
step for economic, if not political powers to stay in the vogue. The heavily encoded design languages
employed in alternatively designed spaces are likely to remain illegible or unimportant for the daily user.
The socially produced spaces on the other hand, are prone to be forever messy, ill-organized, prosaic, and
a potential hotbed for disobedient or anti-social practices — depending on how one looks at it. However, the
latter is the site for resistance, for truly alternative practices, sites of social vivacity and buzz.

What follows is a closer look on some spaces of those Koolhaasian “last remaining form of public activity”,
namely shopping spaces: a designed and a socially-produced marketplace in Tehran, and two rather curious
counterparts in the UK. It investigated how designed shopping spaces strive to create alternatives to the
mainstream built environment design, and how their socially produced counterparts create alternatives
to mainstream shopping and social interactions. There is no claim here that alternative designed spaces
make no difference to shopping experience. Nor is there a belief that alternative socially produced spaces
are not prone to be played at the hands of big business. There is, however, an attempt to show how the
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Derrida’s concerns about “how could an architect be interested in deconstruction? After all, deconstruction
is anti-form, anti-hierarchy, anti-structure, the opposite of all that architecture stands for” (171-2). When it
comes to fifth and sixth concepts, namely “crossprogramming” and “events”, Tschumi turns his attention
towards what is not exactly controlled by the architect. Of the former he writes:

Architecture has always been as much about the event that takes place in a space as about
the space itself. ... If shock can no longer be produced by the succession and juxtaposition of
fagades and lobbies, maybe it can be produced by the juxtaposition of events that take place
behind these fagades in these spaces. ... If architecture is both concept and experience, space
and use, structure and superficial image -- non-hierarchically -- then architecture should cease to
separate these categories and instead merge them into unprecedented combinations of programs
and spaces. (174)

He dates back the roots of his terms “event” and “movement” to the Situationist discourse:

Les événements, as they were called, were not only “events” in action, but also in thought. Erecting
a barricade (function) in a Paris street (form) is not quite equivalent to being a flaneur (function) in
that same street (form). Dining (function) in the Rotunda (form) is not quite equivalent to reading or
swimming in it. Here all hierarchical relationships between form and function cease to exist.

Bridging between designed vs. socially produced space binary on one hand and phenomenologically-
oriented views on the other, Kim Dovey (2010) discusses what distinguishes space and place in “that place
has an intensity that connects sociality to spatiality in everyday life” (3). Focusing on structuralist and post-
structuralist points of view, he rounds up how some key figures in this tradition view the meanings of place
as forms of discourse:

For Barthes (1973), place is a form of mythology, for Foucault (1979) a form of constructed
subjectivity, for Derrida (1974) a text. Such approaches seek to problematize the ways that
conceptions of identity become enmeshed with place, naturalized and depoliticized. (4)

He criticizes discourse analysis and deconstructive methods for being reliant on “a reduction of place
to text that bypasses the question of ontology and strips the sense of place of some of its most fertile
complications, most importantly its connection to onto logical security” (ibid.). Comparing conceptual
frameworks of Gilles Deleuze and Pierre Bourdieu for place he cites their consistencies:

Both begin from the view that spatiality and sociality are integrated, neither relies on a division
between subject and object. Both assemblage and habitus are immanent to everyday life rather
than transcendent abstractions. (7)

He sees form/function and representation/action binaries as “clues to understand the ways a supposedly
“critical” architecture is neutralized — contained as form insulated from life (80):
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obvious example. In this way both practices of designing architecture autre and alternative shopping are
exposed to being neutralized and exploited by market forces.

Consumption, Conformity and Resistance

There are views from, among others Mary Douglas, Thorstein Veblen and Pierre Bourdieu, which consider
consumption as a means of communication (Moeini et.al 2018:3). Others such as John Fiske and de
Certeau see consumption as a mode of production. The consumption of commodities and places are,
therefore, seen as having social meanings (ibid.: 4), with the consumer behavior itself as a sort of resistance
and production (Kazemi 2013: 13). As the author has discussed elsewhere (Moeini et.al. 2018: 6):

De Certeau believes that this resistance is a strategic game and tactics in the city. He believes
that “strategy” is the calculus of force-relationships which becomes possible when a subject of
will and power (a proprietor, an enterprise, a city, a scientific institution) can be isolated from an
“‘environment”. A strategy assumes a place that can be defined as proper and thus serve as the
basis for generating relations with an exterior distinct from it (competitors, adversaries, “clienteles”,
targets, or “objects” of research). Political, economic and scientific rationality has been constructed
on this strategic model. A “tactic”, on the other hand, is a calculus which cannot count on a “proper”
(a spatial or instrumental localization), nor thus on a borderline distinguishing the other as a visible
totality. The place of a tactic belongs to the other. A tactic insinuates itself into the other’s place,
fragmentarily, without taking it over in its entirety, without being able to keep it at a distance. It has
at its disposal no base where it can capitalize on its advantages, prepare its expansions and secure
independence with respect to circumstances. ...

Another point to notice [in the work of Fiske] is that like many other goods, space and architecture are
produced by the capitalist system and power institutions, and consumed by people as an ordinary
object. It is through this very consumption that resistance occurs and large-scale semiological
codes are made. Space finds its meaning through architectural form and organization. This struggle
over meaning also occurs through consuming urban spaces.

Designed Spaces, Socially Produced Spaces

An interesting voice acknowledging how social production of space matters, albeit without reference to the
likes of Lefebvre, is Bernard Tschumi’s earlier work in his “Six Concepts” from Architecture and Disjunction
(2000). The first four points sticks to designer’s position, namely “technologies of defamiliarization”,
“mediated ‘metropolitan’ shock”, “de-structuring” (questioning long-established clichés about building
structure), and “superimposition”. Already in the latter, though, he refers to his discussions with Derrida and
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Introduction

Rem Koolhaas famously proclaimed shopping as “the last remaining form of public activity”. Whether or not
one agrees with the solitary status Koolhaas asserts for shopping as public activity, there is little doubt how
important an aspect it is in present-day social life. This renders present-day shopping spaces as prefect
cases for studying public realm and its (r)evolution. Add to this the well-discussed aspects of designed vs.
lived spaces, and there appears to be a lot more to explore on associations between this “form of public
activity” and their built environments. The present paper intends to do just that through a comparison
between examples of alternatively designed shopping spaces on one hand, and alternative shopping
spaces on the other. This is not necessarily from a sympathetic point of view with present-day shopping
culture and its associations with unsustainable and/ or big business practices (Moeini 2010), but certainly
in the acknowledgement of the seminal role of shopping and how it can help present-day communities and
designers alike to identify themselves through their mode of involvement with shopping.

Background I: History of a Personal Journey

As it happens, the author has had first-hand experience of all four cases studied here, written a criticism
on one, and supervised a research on another (figures 1a—d). What was interesting throughout these
experiences, was that how what is recognized as experimental design barely offers a genuinely alternative
experience when it comes to day-to-day use, whilst prosaic spaces on the other hand can turn into hotbeds
of alternative shopping.

Equally formative was the research on unofficial cultural spaces of Tehran (2018), namely, alternative cafes,
bookshops and art galleries. With references to, among others, Foucault, De Certeau, Lefebvre and John
Fiske, it was shown there how the socially and culturally marginalized reclaim their share of public space
through appropriation of prosaic urban spaces, thereby resisting the establishment values.

Background II: The Alternative

The author has argued elsewhere that emancipation, otherness and ethicality have always had strong
associations in modern times. Otherness is not just a way to satisfy present-day crave for the new for the
sake of it; there is often an emancipatory element for breaking with the mainstream, the old, the traditional,
whether we call it the avant-garde attitude or not. From British utopians such as Ebenezer Howard, to Le
Corbusier, Rayner Banham (Architecture Autre) and Peter Eisenman, to name just a few, one can find many
instances of such associations. This has its parallels in other arts, as well as in cultural trends. In their book
The Rebel Sell (2005), Joseph Heath and Andrew Potter observe how any counter-cultural trend eventually
ends up being absorbed into capitalist orders, another merchandise to sell and make profit from. The same
could be said to be the case with alternative art and architecture, with Modernist architecture being an
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Prologue

Along central stretch of Tehran’s rather rundown Jomhouri (Republic) Ave. sit two major marketplaces of
very different types. Charsoo, an upmarket electronics and mobile phone goods shopping centre designed
by starchitect Majid Mohammadi, is a critically acclaimed design praised for its generous atrium, the
provision of non-programmed spaces for social interactions, planned performance spaces, and the bold
clashing angles of its volumetric design and decorative, perforated cladding with everchanging patterns.
References are recognisable to Avant-garde exponents of the 1960s who encouraged breaking with the
mainstream whilst welcoming the pleasures of post-industrial, consumerist society such as Archigram and
Cedric Price. The clashing angles of Deconstruction-period Eisenman and post-critical, Michael Speaks-
inspired decorative styles of FOA/ Mousavi are also not far away. Conflicting as they may seem, the work
offers an alternative to the crammed neighbouring shopping centres with maximised leasable areas,
ordinary designs, and no room whatsoever for social interactions and non-retail activities: in other words,
an alternative to the average shopping centre in downtown Tehran. Move eastwards along the street to
Parvaaneh multi-storey car park, and there was, until the start of the pandemic, an altogether different
version of alternative shopping experience on offer. Turning from a carpark into a Friday-market every
(Iranian) weekend, the bland, dilapidated building was transformed into a vivid environment for selling
obsolete household items, cheap fashion, crafts, remainder stocks etc. The place not only attracted foreign
tourists, but is also a melting pot for crowds of people not naturally coming to this area, and not conforming
to acceptable state-endorsed norms. Architectural design played no role in this place’s buzz and seduction,
and one needs to refer not to avant-garde art, Derrida or Speaks but to Lefebvre and De Certeau to get a
better grasp of it. This schism, however, is by no means unique, with parallels existing around the world. For
example, a similar difference can be found between the alternative experience on offer in Future Systems’
Birmingham Selfridges and Camden Market in London, where the former is one of the few crystallisations
of the architects’ Avant-garde ideas about space, and the latter, however absorbed into big business, a
hotbed for alternative shopping and communities. The present paper attempts to correlate Charsoo and
Parvaaneh with avant-gardism in art, Deconstruction and post-critical theories on one hand, and Lefebvre
and De Certeau’s concepts of production of space and resistance through the everyday practices on the
other. It then moves on to investigate the way in which the construction of the alternative differs, both on
the authorial side of architects and the bottom-up space-making practices of alternative cultures when we
move from one context to the other.

Most architects consider space to be malleable according to the order of the architect.
Rarely does an architect understand space in terms familiar to Lefebvre, as complex,
grounded in everyday life and made and transformed by experience. (Hill 2006: 53)
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Alternative Spaces of Consumption, Spaces of Alternative Consumption:
A Story of Two Neighbouring Tehran Marketplaces and
their Overseas Counterparts
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Abstract

Reflecting on the ideas of ‘the alternative’, the present paper looks at the two sides of the alternative in
retail spaces, namely alternative design practices which question and distance themselves from the ways
in which mainstream commercial spaces are designed on one hand, and social productions of space which
challenge mainstream shopping practices and their associated lifestyles on the other. This comparison is
done through scrutinizing one example of each type in two very different contexts, namely, the UK and Iran,
and shows that despite deep contextual differences, there are strong associations between alternative
spaces of consumption on one hand, and spaces of alternative consumption on the other, among the two
contexts.

Keywords: Alternative culture, Alternative design, Consumerism, Production of Space, Spaces of resistance.
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Cyberspace, as a novel and increasingly influential platform, provides individuals—regardless of their lifestyle
or socio-economic status—with the opportunity to construct and display a new and desired identity, even
if only temporarily. This virtual identity, formed independently of individuals lived and embodied identities,
exerts a profound influence on the pre-existing identities through which they have experienced social life over
many years. Within this process, the images individuals present of themselves on social networking platforms
function as representations of their preferred and idealised identities.

Drawing on the psychoanalytic theories of Jacques Lacan, the present study seeks to examine the underlying
reasons and determining factors that shape the representation of virtual identities by analysing patterns of
photographic representation and their transformations over time. The research is grounded in Lacan’s concept
of the Other and employs the three registers of the Imaginary, the Symbolic, and the Real as articulated within
his theoretical framework. The primary objective of this study is to address the question of how the trajectory
of photographic representation has shifted from personal photo albums to the domain of cyberspace.

This research adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology. The required data have been collected through
library-based research and qualitative case analyses conducted on Instagram as a contemporary visual and
social medium. The findings indicate that individuals in cyberspace, under the influence of the Big Other—
conceptualised by Lacan as the structuring force of society, culture, and the social order—tend to construct
and display a desirable and ideal identity aligned with the desires and expectations of the Other, while aspects
that contradict these expectations remain unconsciously concealed. Furthermore, the results demonstrate
that transformations in photographic representation may be categorised and analysed according to collective
expectations and social norms in the context of personal photo albums, and according to individualised and
self-oriented expectations within cyberspace.

Keywords: Historic Urban Fabric of Shiraz, Cultural Heritage, Urban Regeneration, Urban Conservation, Sustainable
Urban Development.



A Transdiscursive Analysis of Nima Yushij's Poetry in
Relation to Drama; A Semiotic Reading of The Sarivilli House
and Maneli

Meysam Zandi
Faculty Member, Department of Art, Hazrat-e Masoumeh University, Qom, Iran

This study analyses the intratextual mechanisms governing the transition of Nima Yooshij's poetic discourse
into the realm of drama, focusing specifically on the narrative poems The Sarivilli House and Maneli. The central
problem involves elucidating how the logic of drama—comprising elements such as action, conflict, dialogue,
and crisis—is generated within poems that lack explicit theatrical intent and are composed as narrative verse.
The core enquiry seeks to identify the semiotic, discourse-forming elements and patterns operative within
these works, and to examine how they are configured so as to effect a metadiscursive reconfiguration, namely
an interdiscursive transfer from poetry to drama. The study adopts a qualitative, analytical-interpretive
methodology grounded in the framework of discursive semiotics (the Paris School), and mobilises key concepts
including actantial systems; actional, passional, and thymic configurations of meaning; the regimes of meaning
and interaction (programming, manipulation, adjustment, and event/accident); axiological oppositions; and
the operations of disjunction and conjunction.

The findings demonstrate that The Sarivilli House, through a confrontational and persuasive discourse between
the subject and the ‘Other’ (the Devil) and via a decisive act of disengagement, establishes a structure
equivalent to a high-tension one-act drama adhering to classical unities. In contrast, Maneli, by relying on
an accidental discourse and situating the subject within a passional and thymic context, culminates in an
existential choice that mirrors the model of the inner-journey or existentialist play. This study concludes that
Nima’s poetry, as a fluid transdiscourse, possesses an inherent capacity for transformation into the logic of
drama due to its intense semantic oppositions and its versatile discursive patterns. This reading offers an
interdisciplinary perspective on contemporary Persian poetry and establishes a new horizon for examining its
profound nexus with the performing arts.

Keywords: Discursive Semiotics; Transdiscourse; Nima Yushij; Drama; The Sarivilli House; Maneli.



Narrative Reconfiguration in Postdramatic Theatre:
A Case Study of Peter Handke’s Kaspar and Self-
Accusation

Elham Javadifard
PhD Candidate in Theatre Studies, University of Art, Tehran, Iran
Isfahan, Iran

One of the defining features of twentieth-century theatre is the transformation of narrative. In Postdramatic
Theatre in particular, narrative relinquishes its classical status and is reconfigured as a fluid, fragmented, and
performance-centred construct that resists linear plot structures and characterisation grounded in causal logic.
Drawing on Hans-Thies Lehmann’s theoretical framework and the horizons of modern narratology, this study
adopts a descriptive—analytical approach to re-examine the relationship between language, performance,
and narrative. To this end, Peter Handke’s plays Kaspar and Self-Accusation are subjected to qualitative
analysis. The findings reveal two distinct narrational possibilities within Postdramatic Theatre. In Kaspar, the
subject is constituted through linguistic action without recourse to a dramatic plot that narrates this process;
instead, the text stages the imposition of a social-linguistic order. By contrast, Self-Accusation, through the
erasure of stable narrational elements such as character and narrator, attains a confessional anti-narrative
in which language is mobilised against narration and persistently veers away from semantic stability. In both
works, narrational positioning shifts from the substrate of plot to an intellectual, experiential, and encounter-
driven plane. Character, rather than undergoing inner development, is reduced to a linguistic presence that
foregrounds the fragmentation of speech and reflects states of mental crisis. The study concludes that
narrative in these plays is neither wholly absent nor classically present; rather, it is transfigured into an
intersubjective, performative phenomenon which, instead of constructing a story, stages for the spectator an
experience of confronting the absence of meaning.

Keywords: narrative; narratology; Postdramatic Theatre; Peter Handke



Narratology of the Ta‘ziyeh Manuscript of
Imam Husayn’s Martyrdom from Gérard
Genette’s Perspective: Based on the Chodzko
Version

Nasser Habibian
PhD Candidate in Theatre, Faculty of Fine Arts, University of
Tehran, Iran

This study investigates the narrative and ideological mechanisms of the Ta‘ziyeh manuscript of Imam
Husayn’s martyrdom from the Chodzko collection, dating to the Qajar period. The central question asks
how narratological components are represented in this version and how they relate to the reproduction
of dominant courtly discourse. To address this, a descriptive—analytical method is employed within Gérard
Genette’s narratological framework, analysing the five components of order, duration, frequency, mood,
and voice. The findings indicate that the manuscript deploys techniques such as retrospective anachronism
(analepsis), compression of battle scenes, elongation of farewell sequences, ritualised repetition of key motifs
(such as thirst and intercession), and a pronounced sonic opposition between the awliya’ (the righteous)
and the ashqiya’ (the wicked). Collectively, these strategies produce a deterministic, resignation-oriented
narrative that underscores the inevitability of the Karbala tragedy. At the level of narrative motivation, these
mechanisms are mobilised not merely for historical or ritual representation, but to legitimise the Qajar socio-
political order. The study concludes that the ChodZzko version reconstitutes the event of Ashura within the
conservative values governing the Qajar lifeworld and, through the ritual capacities of Ta ‘ziyeh, situates the
spectator within an ideology of submission and intercession.

Keywords: Ta ‘ziyeh; Aleksander Chodzko; Gérard Genette; narratology; ideology.



Transformations in Contemporary French Dramatic
Literature

Nasrin Khattat
Professor, Department of French Language and Literature, Shahid
Beheshti University (SBU), Tehran, Iran

French dramatic literature has undergone fundamental transformations in recent decades, distinguishing it
from conventional and even modern theatrical paradigms. These shifts are primarily manifested in textual
structure, the role of narrative, the prevalence of the monologue, and the shifting relationship between
text and performance. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the first section of this article examines
the characteristics of emerging French theatre, elucidating its thematic departures. The findings indicate
that in this contemporary genre, language has supplanted action, and monologue has superseded dialogue,
steering theatre towards a domain that shares significant boundaries with the novel. Furthermore, this recent
phenomenon has distanced itself from traditional enunciation, moving instead towards the unveiling of the
bitter realities and tribulations of contemporary society—a process that has given rise to a noteworthy new
aesthetic. To render these innovations tangible for the reader, the second section analyses representative
works by prominent playwrights such as Wajdi Mouawad, Marie NDiaye, and Xavier Durringer. The central
concern of these authors is the narration of the suffering of contemporary humanity, offering an unflinching
exploration of themes such as the consequences of migration, identity crises, poverty and marginalisation,
modern slavery, and the complexities arising from cultural duality.

Keywords: Emerging Theatre; Monologue; Logocentrism; Wajdi Mouawad; Marie NDiaye; Xavier Durringer; Jean-
Paul Alégre.
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