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Abstract-Marc Loopuyt
The Possibilites of Ancient

Stringed Instruments.

About the traditional stringed instruments playing, the
most important characteristic is certainly the richness
of articulation. The basis of this articulation is linked to
consonants within the corresponding languages: the
ancient musicians were very much aware of it. Even
in tradition, new instruments and their new way of
playing tends to invalidate this richness. We shall
study the ancient instrument elements which are
determinant for the preservation of this richness:
strings, plectrums, bows, qualitative geometric
shapes, sizes woods. Then, we shall regard the impli-
cations of this perspective on musical pedagogy and
on philosophical relationship between musicians and
nature. Finally, due to these ideas we shall try to
define useful research projects.
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Abstract
Beauty as outward virtue, virtue as inward

beauty: the spiritual art of living

This paper presents the ideas of the Traditionalist School - particularly its lead-
ing exponent, Frithjof Schuon - on the reciprocity in the spiritualised soul
between inward and outward beauty.
Starting from the Islamic doctrine revealed in the Hadith Qudsi: | was a Hidden
Treasure and | wished to be known and so | created the world, the paper exam-
ines the relationship between the macrocosm, in which God's Beatitude radiates
in an outpouring of Goodness and Beauty into the world, and the microcosm,
where beauty and goodness reflect two faces of this one reality; the former out-
ward and the latter inward. Thus in the inward, which is virtue spiritualised, all the
qualities of God are reflected in the soul in a harmonious balance which allowe
“free passage in the soul to the Beauty of God." In the outward domain, in the
world of art and virgin nature, beauty is a messenger of the divine archetype
which is also immanent within us. The spiritual art of living is that in response to
“the earthly beauty in which God in his revealing Mercy has given himself to
man," man must "show his gratitude by giving himself to God in his heart."
This radiation both in the inward and the outward and in the microcosm and the
macrocosm is illustrated in traditional Islamic art in the plethora of symbolic geo-
metric motifs found all over the Islamic world in all the visual arts and crafts: in
Koranic frontispieces, in pottery, weaving and metalwork, on the ceilings of
domes and in tile and plaster work, slides of which will be presented during the
talk.

In the fallen soul - where truth and beauty has been supplanted by error and
vice, the soul is out of harmony. Some of its faculties are in discord while others
have atrophied. These psychic dissonances are reflected in a modern art, which
strives to express the perturbations and anxieties of the individualistic soul, cut
off from its beatific root through ignorance and egoism. Nothing could be in
greater contrast than the static, impersonal beauty and harmony of the Islamic
decorative arts, which outwardly reflect metaphysical truths of an inward nature,
and the disturbed and disturbing outcries of modern art which, despite clever
originality, are often incomprehensible to ordinary folk when they admit, "they
can't make head or tail of it."

The traditionalist school seeks to propose remedies for the errors of the fallen
soul through the elimination of vices and the practice of the essential virtues
based on doctrinal understanding and spiritual method. Man participates in out-
ward beauty through the appreciation of nature and the arts of music, poetry,
architecture, decoration and apparel. This sense of beauty is a "reciprocity
between God and man and a commitment from man to God," for "the sensible
perception of the beautiful must be accompanied by the retreat towards the
suprasensible source of beauty, the perception of sensible theophany demands
unitive interiorisation."
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influences dans transformations esthetiques
| oeuvre artistique etant concue comme un lalgage.
Les notions operatoires presentees consistent en
des couples de complementaires: continuites et
discontinuites heterogeneite et entropie codification
et mythification centre et peripherie . Elles permettent
de decrire notamment dans le domaine artistique et
litteraire 1 interaction entre 1imaginaire de la
nouveaute et 1 imaginaire de la valeur etablie.
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Le«bassin semantique» (Gilbert Durant)
et la «<semiospherex:(Louri Lotman)
De 1imaginaire dans les evolutions culturelles
et esthetiques G. Chandes.
Resume: cette communication se situe dans
la suite des propositions de Gilbert Durand pour une»
mythodologie «des phenomenes culturels et
esthetiques, propositions qui constituent des
developpements de sa these classique sur les
structures de | imaginaire . Elle associe deux
modeles: celui du» bassan semantique« qui veut
rendre compte des processus d orientation
semantique dans la production artistique et celue
de la semiosphere propose par le semiologue
russe louri Lotman qui veut rendre compte des jeu d
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